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Abstract 
This study examines the stylistic importance of adverbial density in Armah's The Beautiful Ones Are Not Yet Born. It 
uses a stylistic approach in analysing some selected passages from the novel to identify and group the use of 
adverbials of manner, time, and place with the aim of determining their preponderance use and stylistic functions 
in the narrative. Through qualitative and quantitative analysis, the study reveals a noticeable concentration of 
adverbial expressions that resonate richly with the descriptive richness and narrative texture of the text. The findings 
indicate that temporal adverbials foreground the sense of stagnation and repetitive experience that characterizes 
the socio-political environment of post-independence Ghana, while manner adverbials intensify the psychological 
portrayal of characters and their responses to corruption and moral disillusionment. Spatial adverbials further help 
to situate actions within environments symbolically associated with decay and societal frustration. The study 
therefore demonstrates that adverbial density functions as an important stylistic resource through which the author 
reinforces thematic concerns and heightens narrative description. By foregrounding grammatical patterning in 
literary discourse, the paper contributes to stylistic studies that explore the relationship between linguistic choices 
and meanings in African prose fiction. 
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Introduction 
In all human activities, language is the vehicle for communication, thought, and emotion between like and 
related communities (Udofot, 1998) and (Urujzian 2018). In the case of literature, it is the vehicle through 
which literary writers create meaning, evoke images and guide readers' interpretation of the events of 
the narrative. In the scope of stylistic studies, the focus is often placed on the components of the language 
that add to the beauty, communication and meaning of specific literary genres. 
             

This is for the reason Lyons (1977) as cited in Urujzian, (2020), emphasized that words and sentences are 
learned and retained in communicative contexts in which language is used. Stylistics is an interdisciplinary 
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field of study that combines linguistics and literary criticism and thus focuses on the patterns and choices 
of the language that mark a writer's style and thus the interpretation of his/her text. Leech and Short 
(2007) worked joint with Urujzian, (2004). (2023)  stated that grammatical and lexical analysis could be 
used to give a better insight of the way meaning is structured in literary discourse. Akpan (2021) and 
Urujzian, (2018), her book, agrees with this view, that grammatical extensions provide meanings to 
themes and special choices of diction. 
 
The adverbials have their very own place in grammar as they modify clauses and give other information 
about time, place, manner, frequency, and degree. Akpan et al. (2005) and Urujzian, (2018) noted that 
adverb is a word added to a verb to help it to express more fully the meaning of the sentence. In addition 
to this conventional role as a modifier, adverbials can have significant stylistic functions: they can make 
descriptions more vivid and detailed, they can pace the progress of a narrative, they can intensify 
emotional or psychological states and moods in a text. Their distribution, frequency, and use in a story 
can, therefore, show specific stylistic tendencies that add to the character of a literary work. Thus, the 
study of the adverb density of a text may shed light on the reaffirmation of the thematic concerns and the 
narration atmosphere in a text. 
 
African prose fiction has frequently been the recipient of stylistic interest due to its complex linguistic 
construction, experimentation and dealing with socio political and cultural aspects. Ayi Kwei Armah's The 
Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born is a highly acclaimed and popular work of fiction which stands out for its 
vivid descriptions and its strong depiction of frustration in Post-independence Nigeria. The novel portrays 
the moral decay and corruption of the early post-independence Ghana with great detailing and symbolism 
by the writer. The narrative style of the novelist is especially interesting because of the rich descriptive 
passages, in which the mood and atmosphere are found in the adverbials and other elements of the 
grammatical structure (Urujzian and Etuk, 2018). 
 
Armah's The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born has enjoyed a lot of stylistic and linguistic interpretations, 
notably in the areas of themes and symbolic interpretations, however, relative or little attention has 
been paid to the grammatical patterns that shape its stylistic texture. The distribution and density of 
adverbial constructions in the narrative in particular are still under-explored. It is possible to gain a better 
understanding of how linguistic structures help the thematic and aesthetic concerns of the text by 
investigating the patterns found within them (Urujzian, 2023).  
 
This study therefore aims to explore the nature of density and stylistic functions of novel adverbials in 
The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born by identifying and analysing the various types of adverbials in 
selected passages of the novel to show how they are much used and create a particular narrative 
description, thematic emphasis and general style of the novel. This research, on the other hand, is 
relevant to stylistic scholarship and shows that the grammatical density is a significant factor of literary 
discourse (Urujzian and Etuk, 2018). 
 
Literature Review 
It has become an important area of study that combines linguistics and literary criticism in the analysis 
of the way in which linguistic decisions influence meaning in literary works: stylistics. The scholarly work 
of scholars such as Schor (1980) and Urujzian, (2020): Style as something that cannot be avoided by the 
writer, something he or she is used to doing repeatedly in a text. Giving further clarification, Leech & 
shorts (1981) and Urujzian and Etuk, (2018) maintain that: 
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... language being the code or system of rules common to 

 speakers of a language... and parole being the particular uses  
of this system or selections from the systems, that 
 speakers or writers make on this or that occasion 
....style then pertains to parole. Were it not for the 

 choice from a total linguistic repertoire, 
 then there would be no style (p10-11). 

 
Anyachonkeya (2008) cited by Urujzian, et al. (2018), above said that the above can be explained as 
follows; D. (2018) believe that style is variety of language that relates to the contexts such as situations. 
Akpan (2016) and Urujzian, V. E. (2020) pointed out that the purpose of stylistics at that time was the 
analytical and descriptive approaches. Likewise, Simpson (2004) holds that stylistics offers analytical 
tools with which scholars can explore the contribution of patterns in language to the structure of the 
narrative, characterization, and thematic development of the narrative. 
 
In clauses, as cited by Quirk, Greenbaum, Leech and Svartvik (1985) in Urujzian and Etuk, (2018), the 
adverbials can play several syntactic and semantic functions, and have a strong influence on the 
interpretation of events and action in discourse. It is, therefore, observed in the field of grammatical 
stylistics that many times the functions of modifiers (adjectives, adverbials) have been studied, in order 
to enrich the description of text. Adverbials are not just grammatical modifiers to convey information of 
time, place, manner, frequency or degree but they can also be stylistic devices which enrich imagery and 
narration. 
 
African prose fiction, as urujzian put it, V. This novel (2023), has been the subject of much stylistic interest 
due to its oddities of language use, colonial and post colonial experience, moral and social decay, the 
massive corruption and fraud and the refusal of its leadership. The Beautiful Ones Are Not Yet Born is one 
of such text in this category. But some stylistics research has been conducted on the linguistic aspects of 
the novel studied, while the aspect of adverbial density in Armah's narrative discourse has not been 
studied extensively. This gap gives birth to the requirement of a stylistic study of the function of adverbials 
in the linguistic structure of the novel. We hope this study would be a small chapter in the ever expanding 
literature on the correlation of grammatical patterning and literary meaning (Urujzian, 2018). 
 
Theoretical Framework 
The present study is based on the theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) proposed by M. A. K. 
Halliday. SFL considers language to be a functional system that enables the speaker and/or the writer to 
achieve meaning in a social context. The theory views grammar as a network of choices which allow a user 
to express experience, establish relationships and to organise discourse (Urujzian and Etuk, 2018). In this 
sense, the adverbial element is one that functions as a circumstantial element that supplements the 
information in a clause about processes mostly used to convey time, manner, place, clause cause, 
conditions, and degree. These elements help to clarify the meaning of a clause in terms of context and 
add detail to the sentence. 
 
Urujzian, (2023) has established the fact that the understanding of the concept of adverbial density in this 
study can be understood as the frequency and distribution of the elements in the discourse adverbial in a 
range of discourse. From an SFL perspective, enriching circumstantial meanings in a text would be 
accomplished by a high density of adverbials which would also add to the descriptive and stylistic texture 
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of narrative discourse”. This study looks at the density of adverbials found in the text, to show the role 
played by the circumstantial elements in describing actions and in enriching the meaning of the narrative. 
 
Methodology 
In this study, a qualitative-stylistic and quantitative method is used. Urujzian, (2020) and Akpan (2025) 
agreed that this type of study is qualitative or quantitative to understand the study completely. It is 
concerned with the recognition and the examination of adverbial elements in order to establish their 
occurrence and stylistic value in the narration. 
 
The study's primary data come from selected texts in The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born authored by 
Armah. The novel was sampled so as to identify texts that show significant adverbial constructions, and 
this sample was subsequently used as the corpus for analysis. 
 
The adverbials which are used as circumstantial elements in clauses were collected carefully following the 
principle of SFL. The elements identified were extracted and tabulated to indicate the frequency and 
distribution of the elements in the selected extracts. 
 
The study looks at the frequency and density of adverbials in the extracts to discuss the data analysis. The 
occurrences are tabulated and then analyzed to demonstrate the implications of adverbial density as it 
helps the text to emphasize the description and/or convey the story. 
 
 
Data Presentation 
 

  Table 1: Extract Set A (Public Transport Scenes) 
S/N Extract Adverb Page 

1 ... he walked slowly slowly toward the bus Slowly P 18 

2 ... the conductor shouted loudly, urging passengers to 
move quickly  

loudly, 
quickly 

p.19 

3 ... People moved restlessly in the crowded bus restlessly p.21 

4 ... the driver turned the wheel sharply to avoid the 
pothole 

sharply p.22 

5 ... he looked anxiously at the traffic anxiously p.23 

6 ... the passengers waited patiently for the bus to stop patiently p.24 

7 ... the crowd cheered wildly when the bus moved wildly 
 

p.25 

8 ... the man stepped carefully over the puddle Carefully P 26 

9 ... he spoke loudly to be heard Loudly P27 

10 ... they shuffled hesitantly through the narrow aisle hesitantly P28 

 

Table 2: Extract Set B (Domestic/Household Scenes) 
S/N Extract Adverb Page 

1 ... she answered quietly, almost reluctantly quietly, reluctantly P.57 

2 ... he placed the cap carefully on the table carefully P.58 

3 ... the child spoke innocently about the incident innocently P.59 

4 ... he sighed deeply reflecting on his day deeply P.60 
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5 ... she watched silently as the argument continued silently P.61 

6 ... he nodded hesitantly, unsure of what to say hesitantly P.62 

7 ... the servant moved quickly to serve the meal quickly P.63 

8 ... she frowned bitterly at the news bitterly P.64 

9 "... he whispered softly into her ear". softly P.65 
10 "... they waited patiently for the storm to pass" patiently P.66 

 
Table 3: Extract Set C (Narrator's social commentary) 

S/N Adverb Adverb Page 

1 ... the country was slowly sinking into corruption slowly P.70 

2 ... leaders acted arrogantly, ignoring the people's 
plight 

arrogantly P.71 

3 ... the citizens reacted passively to injustice passively P.72 

4 ... the economy was rapidly deteriorating rapidly P.73 

5 ... the writer observed critically the moral decay critically P.74 

6 ... public servants moved carelessly in their duties carelessly P.75 

7 ... the corruption spread silently through the system silently P.76 

8 ... politicians smiled fulsely at the crowd fulsely P.77 

9 ... society was changing gradually, yet unnoticed gradually P.78 

10 ... the masses complained loudly but achieved 
nothing 

loudly P.79 

 
Table 4: Functional Classification of all Adverbs 

Category Examples Frequency Percentage (%) 

 
Manner 

Slowly, quickly, sharply, falsely, 
restlessly, carefully, loudly, silently, 
softly, hesitantly, arrogantly, 
passively, carelessly 

 
13 

 
43% 

Degree deeply, bitterly 2 7% 

Time gradually, rapidly 2 7% 

Altitudinal & 
Evaluative 

 
    anxiously, patiently, critically 

 
3 

 
10% 

 
Table 5: Adverbial Density in Extract Sets 

 
Extract set  

 
Pages 

 
Total words 

 
Adverb 

% 
Density 

Set A  
Public/transport 

 
18-28 

 
450 

 
14 

 
3.1% 

Set B 
Domestic 

 
57-66 

 
430 

 
14 

 
3.3% 

Set C 
Commentary 

 
70-79 

 
420 

 
14 

 
3.3% 

 

Table 6: Stylistic Interpretation (Linking Adverbs to characterization and themes) 

Extract 
set 

 
Dominant Adverbs 

 
Stylistic Effect 

Thematic 
Implication 

 
 
Set  A 

slowly, quickly, restlessly, 
loudly 

Highlights psychological 
tension and movement 

Post-independence, 
social disorder, 
human impatience 

 
Set  B 

quietly, reluctantly, bitterly, 
softly, patiently 

Reveals emotional 
restraint and moral 
caution 

Domestic life 
mirrors ethical 
uncertainty 
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Set  C slowly, arrogantly, critically, 
silently 

Narratorial evaluation of 
societal decay 

Moral corruption, 
societal stagnation 

 
Data Analysis and Discussion 
Tables 1-6 show that there is a clear pattern of adverbial density in the beautiful ones is not yet born. The 
frequency of adverbs is noteworthy in the three sets of extracts, as they become familiar in the novel. 
Adverbs have been analysed in 30 examples with three extract sets from the novel and there is clearly a 
tendency of their use, which makes them a stylistic device. Manner adverbs are used again, for example, 
in table 5, where the adverbial density ranges from 3.1% to 3.3%, the psychological state and action of 
the characters are detailed. 
 
The analysis of functional classification (table 4) shows that manner adverbs are the highest (43%) 
followed by evaluative (10%), degree (7%), and time adverb (7%). this pattern shows that the author 
employs adverbs for purposes other than describing an action; the adverbs are used to heighten the mood 
of the story, to express moral evaluation, and to emphasize a theme, such as moral decay and societal 
disorder. 
 
It is noted that the use of adverbs such as 'quickly', 'restlessly' and 'loudly' emphasizes social tension and 
disorder. Also, such adverbs as "quietly", "reluctantly" and "patiently", reveal ethical reflection and 
interpersonal restraint, while, adverbs like "critically", "arrogantly", and "silently" convey social critique 
and highlight corruption. overall, the frequency and nature of the use of adverbs support the view that 
adverbial density is one of the linguistic features that help to identify Armah's narrative, which are used 
to characterize characters, affect the narrative tone, and emphasize topic. 
 

Conclusion 

Based on the study, it is concluded that adverbial density is one of the important stylistic features in 
Armah's the beautiful ones are not yet born. the overrepresentation of manner, evaluative and degree 
adverbs in all three types of contexts, public, domestic, and narrative, reflects the authors' use of adverbs 
not only to depict actions but to express psychological states, to reinforce moral evaluation, and to 
foreground thematic considerations, especially the idea of decay and corruption in society. this 
quantitative data validated by functional and contextual analysis has established that the use of adverbs 
in literature has a significant contribution in the description of characters, narration of tone, and 
development of theme. In summary, adverbial density is a conscious stylistic tactic, which adds to the 
aesthetic aesthetic-ethical-psychological aspect of the novel. This discovery is a testament to the need for 
a rigorous study of African prose fiction through minute analysis of the grammar and its impact on 
meaning.  
 
Implications of the Study  
The results of this study show that the grammatical selection especially the adverbial structures are 
significant to make the narrative meaning in literary discourse. In Armah's ‘The Beautiful Ones Are Not 
Yet Born’ the observed presence and manner of adverbials in the novel are a good illustration of how 
linguistic forms relate to the construction of mood, characterization and thematic emphasis. it indicates 
that stylistic analysis at the lexico-grammatical level could give deeper insights into the relationship of 
language and literary expression (Urujzian, 2020). 
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The study also has pedagogical implications for the teaching of stylistics and literary analysis. it highlights 
the grammatical density of text as an interpretive factor to prompt students and scholars to focus on the 
details of language that influence the meaning of narrative prose. with this background, the incorporation 
of the stylistic aspects of language into the study of literature can help to improve critical reading of 
African literary works. 
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